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Litharge occupies the double role of weighting material"
and sulphur carrier in the vulcanization process, and in the
case of dark coloured goods its use is very general. Of late
years it has almost entirely replaced the red lead and white
lead of earlier times; the use of these bodies, more par-
ticularly of red lead, never having been satisfactorily justified
on scientific grounds, to the best of the author's knowledge.
In place of the ordinary white lead prepared by the old
Dutch process, the sublimed lead, which is mostly a sulphate,
but containing a little oxide, has been largely used of late
years in rubber factories. Although this was made for
some years by the White Lead Company, Ltd., of Possil-
park, Glasgow, by Hannay's patent, the manufacture was
subsequently abandoned. A similar product, however,
is now being made in New Jersey, U.S.A., by the
" Pitcher " process. In these processes the white lead, instead
of being made from the metal, is produced directly from
galena, the sulphide ore, by roasting it in a current of air
at a high temperature, the sulphide being oxidised and
sublimed as sulphate. This form of white lead, being
practically non-poisonous, has advantages over the ordinary
carbonate of lead in many of its applications. All these
lead compounds combine with sulphur at the vulcanizing
temperature to form black sulphide of lead, a fact which
goes a long way to explain the non-blooming of goods in
which they are used. As copper is found occasionally as
an impurity in litharge it should be tested for, otherwise
adulteration need not be apprehended. Besides being
directly obtained from the oxidation of lead, litharge in fine
powder is got as a bye-product in the sodium nitrite
manufacture, and in Parkes' desilverization process.